Inattention and the perception of visual features.
Subjects selectively attended to one of two interleaved, novel figures while ignoring the other figure. In subsequent tests administered to determine the extent to which the ignored figure was perceived, recognition of shape and the location of contour gaps was at the chance level. Moreover, recognition of the presence of contour gaps was significantly below the chance level. These results indicate that preattentive visual processing of unattended objects is too crude to encode global shape and local features such as contour gaps. It is suggested that preattentive processing creates visual representations of unattended objects that contain very limited information about features.